(John 14:1-6, NIV84)
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are
many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to
him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?"
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me."

Janet and I were able to have a video chat with Lucas today. It was great
to see his face; he looks terrific. In our conversation we were talking
about how things have changed so drastically here and around the world due
to the coronavirus. I told him that I think, to a certain degree, we are
living a new normal. Just as our world changed permanently in the wake of
9/11, I think we may be experiencing some changes that will be permanent.
If that's true, it means we will never get back to life as we had it just a
few weeks ago. Lucas said, "I hope that's not the case." I concur, but
time will tell.
As we look to our future, we may do so with a degree of fear and
uncertainty. That's the nature of the world in which we live, but that is
not the nature of the life that awaits us. The heavenly home that Jesus is
preparing for us is not something that we'll ever be disappointed in. After
all, just consider who it is that is preparing this home for us: it's our
Lord Jesus! This is the same One who took on human flesh so that He could
live the perfect life of obedience that God demands -- the perfect life you
and I are unable to live. This is the One who offered Himself as a
sacrifice to pay for every one of our sins. This is the One who rose from
the dead and who promises us that because He lives, we too will live... not
just for now, but forever in the heavenly home He is preparing for us.
Yeah, we may be living now with less comfort, less convenience and less
confidence than we had a few weeks ago. But just as Jesus is preparing a
place for us in heaven, let our present situation also serve to prepare us
for what Jesus has in store for us. Let these present circumstances make us
all the more eager for Jesus to bring us into His Father's house -- our
eternally new normal.
Awaiting heaven with you in Christ,
Pastor Golm
----------------------

My Father's House
In my Father's house are many mansions. John 14:2
There is something about the life beyond the grave that fills our hearts
with dreadful awe and solemn wonder. Even the thought of heaven-with its
unspeakable glory and grandeur-sometimes frighten us, and we ask: "Will I
feel at home, will I be at ease in the celestial mansions?"
How wonderfully all of our fears and misgivings are silenced when with our
Lord, we can point to heaven and say: "My Father's house!" We first think
back to our earthly father's house, to the days of our childhood. What sweet
security, what freedom from responsibility, what complete assurance of
abundant provision and daily protection were ours when we dwelt in our
earthly father's house!
Then we look forward. Soon we shall be dwelling in our heavenly Father's
house. Therein an infinitely higher and nobler sense, we shall dwell secure
and free. Thee we shall enjoy in an indescribably fuller measure the bounty,
provision, and protection of a loving Father's care. There we shall live in
daily intimate communion with our eternal Father who will call us by our
name.
What comfort, what strength, what joy are ours in the knowledge that beyond
the portals of eternity there lies a Father's house. This Father's house is
ours through Christ. it was through him that we became "children of the
heavenly Father" and heirs of eternal glory.
May we never cease to thank and praise him for his matchless mercy which
opened wide the doors to his celestial mansions. In days of sorrow, grief,
or disappointment, may we find our deepest comfort and highest joy in the
Savior's pledge of a loving Father's house in heaven. That is where he was
going. And so shall we!
My Father! Cheering name! 0 may I call Thee mine!
Give me with humble heart to claim a portion so divine.

