(Mark 4:2-9, NIV84)
He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: "Listen! A farmer went out to
sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly,
because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they
withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked
the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew
and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times." Then Jesus said, "He
who has ears to hear, let him hear."

Hardened, shallow or thorny ground -- three kinds of soil that Jesus
compares to three kinds of listeners, none of which we want to be. But
Jesus says that good soil produces a bountiful crop. This obviously is the
kind of "soil" we want to be.
Think of what a farmer does to prepare a field for planting. He drags a
plow across it to break up the hardened ground. Once that's done it is
ready for planting. Likewise, when we have our hearts cultivated by God's
law, we acknowledge our sins and our desperate need for God's forgiveness.
Then we are ready to have the precious seed of the gospel planted in our
hearts -- to hear the wonderful message of all that Jesus did to save us and
to be assured of God's love and forgiveness.
As we prepare to attend our weekly worship, let us give thought to why we
worship and to what we hope to take away from it. This will help our hearts
to be receptive soil for God's Word.
Receptive to Christ with you,
Pastor Golm
----------------------July 20
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And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the wayside, and the fowls of
the air came and devoured it. Mark 4:4
In the parable of the sower we are told that the seed which fell upon the
trodden footpath remained outside the soil. The ground had been so hardened
by the constant tread of many feet that the grain never got beneath the
crusted surface, and it remained exposed until the birds of the air devoured
it.

So, too, the hearts which we take to services of public worship on Sunday
mornings: it is possible for a heart to be so hardened by the constant tread
of evil habits that the precious Gospel seed can find no entrance. One of
these evil habits, strange to say, may be the constant hearing of the truth
itself in a mere mechanical manner. The soul may be sermon-hardened as well
as sin-hardened. One may get so in the habit of having Gospel truths
preached to him, without ever coming to any new decisions or without ever
showing the least reaction, that by and by one takes no notice at all of
what is being said, and the sermon falls outside of him-like snow upon a
roof or rain upon a rock.
Let us take heed! We must beware of the sermon that gets no farther than our
eardrum: it leaves us weaker than it finds us. For we imagine that we have
received the seed, but the birds of the field will soon devour it. Let us
implore God's Holy Spirit, for Jesus' sake, to prepare our hardened hearts
for a fruitful sowing of the seed. He alone can make them ready. And when we
enter his courts to hear his Word, let us pray with meaning and with
purpose:
Thy presence, gracious Lord, afford,
Prepare us to receive Thy Word;
Now let Thy voice engage our ear,
And faith be mixed with what we hear.
(Devotion from: Daily Walk With God - Meditations for Every Day, by Herman
W. Gockel

